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 Weôd like to share how weôve served Dickinson 
        County (and beyond) in the past year: 

The  Landscape  
www.dickinsoncd.org  

The Dickinson Conservation 
District prohibits discrimination in 
its programs on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, relig-
ion, age, disability, political be-

liefs, and marital or family status. 

Conservation District and 
NRCS Partner to Hire Private 

Lands Forester  
 

Introducing our new Private Lands 
Forestry Program ...As the new Private 
Lands Forester with the Conservation Dis-
trict, I would like to take this opportunity to 
introduce myself and offer 
my services.  My name is 
Sara Wall, and I have re-
cently moved from Gaylord, 
MI to the Kingsford area.  I 
received a bachelorôs de-
gree in forestry from Michi-
gan Tech in 2005, and after 
graduation I worked for the 
State of MN as a forester 
for over 5 years, followed 
by nearly a year with the DNR here in Michi-
gan.  This transition to working for the Con-
servation District has allowed me to shift my 
focus from managing the state land base to 
facilitating management on private lands, an 
important portion of the forested land in MI. 
 

The Programôs goal is to assist landowners in 
creating new opportunities for their lands.  
Perhaps you have imagined implementing a 
project for years but havenôt yet followed 
through - maybe habitat improvement for 
wildlife, or timber harvesting for revenue?   

You will receive a free forest assessment  
highlighting your landôs potential. For those of 
you who own property but have never 
weighed any management options, letôs get 
together and see if I can help you to get more 
out of your land ï more enjoyment, more 
wildlife, more of whatever it is that helps keep 
you connected to that piece of ground.  There 
are endless opportunities to make good 
things happen and make an impact on the 
landscape, and there has never been a more 
important time to get started than now! 
 

The Forestry Program includes Dickinson, 
Iron, and Menominee Counties, so if you own 
land in these areas and would like some 
technical assistance in determining what op-
tions may be available to you, or if you need 
a little more info about practices you are al-
ready considering, please contact the Dickin-
son Conservation District (906-774-8441) to 
set up an appointment.  This Forestry As-
sistance is free of charge.  Iôm eager to start 
making a difference!  ~Sara 

TamarackðDid you know? 
 
 

Aliases: Hackmatack, 
Larch 

 

Traditionally used in 
transparent paper for 
window envelopes 

 

Common in lowlands but 
grows vigorously on 
good upland sites 

 

A deciduous coniferð
turns bright yellow in fall 
and drops its needles. 

Helped people reforest, increase wildlife habitat and diversity, increase pol-
lination, protect water quality, stabilize shorelines and hillsides with Conser-
vation Plant Sales: Spring & Fall Tree Sales, and new Wet & Wildflower 
Sale. (175,000 trees, $80,000 sales, volunteer & contract help) 

Administered the Emerald Ash Borer monitoring survey in 5 southern U.P. 
Counties. Install & monitor 1587 traps (5 contractors employed, $99,981 MI 
Dept of Ag & Rural Development Contract ). No EAB found in 2011. 

Completed year 2 of a WE Energies Mitigation Enhancement Fund (MEF)
grant to determine Eurasian Watermilfoil hybridization in 26 lakes in Me-
nominee River Watershed ($18,000). Found: River reservoirs and lakes 
with chemical mgmt  more likely to be hybrid. Herbicide trials underway. 

Started WE Energies MEF Grant for biocontrol of Purple Loosestrife in the 
Michigamme Reservoir downstream into Dickinson Co. (2 contractors, $6085) 10,000 
beetles installed and initial mapping and quantifying done. 

Named Region 1 Outstanding Cons. District, past 3 yrs...and #1 District in state, 2011. 

Free workshop, but  please make a reservation 



Wet & Wildflower Sale: 
Saturday, June 16th.  

Contact the office for an order 
blank and more details! 

Volunteers needed... 

January 3 2012 Tree Orders Available 

January 16 Martin Luther King, Jr. DayðUSDA Service Center Closed 

January 17 Dickinson Conservation District Board Meeting 

4:30 pmï USDA Service Center 

January 28 District Annual Meeting & Conservation Fair  
10:00 am-2 pm, FREE & OPEN TO ALL 

Fornetti Hall at Bay West College 

February 20 Presidentôs Day (observed) - USDA Service Center Closed 

February 21 Dickinson Conservation District Board Meeting 

4:30 pmï USDA Service Center 

February 23 FORESTRY SERIES: ñTechnical and Financial   

Assistance Opportunities for Forest  Landownersñ   

Dickinson CD and other Resource Professionals 

6:30ï 8pm at the Dickinson Co Library, Iron Mountain 

Free of charge, but please make a reservation  

March 20 Dickinson Conservation District Board Meeting 

4:30 pmï USDA Service Center 

March 30 Tree Order Deadline 

April 27-28 SPRING TREE SALE PICK -UP 
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If you haven't yet, pick up your 2012  
ñNature of Dickinson Countyò  

Calendar!    
 

They feature all local images, submit-
ted by many of our area residents,  

and are for sale for $5 each.  
They make great gifts for  

out -of -town relatives or friends!  
 

Pick them up at local vendors or at 
our office. We will mail  

anywhere in the U.S. for $2 extra.  
 

Have a great local photo from Dickin-
son County youôd like to share?   

Enter our photo contest!  For rules, 
see www.dickinsoncd.org .  

Submission deadline for 2012 is June 15th. 

 

Conducted year 2 of the RRIP-IT-UP (Rapid Response Invasive Plant Intervention Teams 
in the U.P.) grant ($1500, 2 Limited Term Employees)  

          Fumee Lake Natural Area (10 acres, Buckthorn, Honeysuckle, Autumn  
              Olive, Japanese Barberry) 
          Norway Myr (Kimberly Rd end, 1 acre Honeysuckle) 
          Hanbury Lake Park (Wooded areas, 3 acres: Buckthorn, Honey 
              suckle, Eur Swamp Thistle, Autumn Olive) 
          Breitung Rd & US 2  ( .5 acre, Jap Knotweed) 
          M-69 Gustafson (.2 acre, Phragmites) 
          Bluffview Rd (assisted landowners with 10+ acres Autumn Olive) 
          Monitoring and data entry in regional website  
 

Wrote and received DNR Private Land Deer Habitat Improvement Grant: 43 Landowners, 
planted & fenced small apple orchard plantings. ($8548 grant, $9847 match, 1 intern) 

 

Sponsored and sent  a high school Envirothon Team to Regional and State Competi-
tions...placed 2nd in State and received Jr Recycler Award from U.P. Recycling Coalition. 
#5 cap recycling program instituted . Team was coached by Andrew Johnson, Next 7 LLC.  

 

Dickinson County Natural Resource Assessment updated: Conducted a Resource Surveyð
Most frequent citizen response was a need for more recycling in the county. 

 

Lead 425 students on Norway Myr Field Trips (6 volunteers) 
 

Actively participated in the Wild Rivers Invasive Species Coalition and administered 
two grants for that organization: (Boat Wash-USFS $23,696, 2 Limited Term Em-
ployees (LTE); WRISC Coordinator, $5858, 1 LTE) 

 

Encouraged appreciation of local resources with the ñNature of Dickinson Countyò 
photo contest and calendar sales. 

 

Negotiated Private Forester Position funding agreement with Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, begins 10/11. (1 fulltime position, 3 yrs: $48,000/yr grant) 

 

Many walk-in pest IDs & education of students & adults via newsletter, press     
      releases, website, meetings, school presentations. 

Join us for the Conservation Fair and Annual Meeting: Jan 28th!  

Weôre building an email list: ann.hruska@mi.nacdnet.net 


